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Abstract: Satellite laser altimetry technology enables the acquisition of accurate three-dimensional coordinates of
ground targets, serving as a high-precision method for Earth observation. Laser altimetry data have been widely applied
in areas such as terrain mapping, polar region monitoring, and forestry surveys. The terrain profile matching method
based on natural surfaces aligns the measured terrain profiles from laser altimeters with reference terrain data to deter-
mine the positioning errors of laser altimetry measurements. This approach is currently one of the most commonly used
methods for the on-orbit geometric calibration and accuracy validation of laser altimeters. However, the effectiveness of
terrain matching is influenced by various factors, including surface relief, along-track length of laser altimetry data, and
the spacing of laser footprints. Related research is still in its early stages. This paper focuses on two key factors affect-
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ing terrain matching: the along-track length of the laser data and the spacing of laser footprints. Using the ICESat-2 sat-

ellite, which provides the highest observation density among current missions, we extracted and downsampled its mea-

surement data to construct a series of laser altimetry datasets. Extensive experiments were conducted over regions in

North America. Based on statistical analysis of the experimental results, this study quantifies the relationship between

terrain matching uncertainty, laser data track length, and footprint spacing.
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surfaces

(DR

P={(x.y2)d=123N)} , (1)
Habr PRI N B AS, HP (x v 2) WS
PrRss i N BOEIAE B = Ak by . 1 F 2= 7% DEM I
FRE e R M AR RS B T s MEER
0 ={(xyh)| hi=D(xy). (v, € Pii = 123N}
. (2)
Hop, D(w,y,) 2857 DEM 16F [ AR AR (2, v, ) &b
MR ARE . RSO S ASEPR TAERE R i T &
G A5 22 W AFAE SO R B v O T A A R
(%, y,0 ) FHEAEZ W S —E R RGNS
X — i B A (dw, dy, dz), W 7E H I DG e o £y
S22 BAA M DEM S5 55 Q 28 M R K
0 = (% + dey, + dyh, + dz)| h, = D(x, + dey, + dy),
(%.,) € P =1,2,3,-,N) . (3)
LR, AR SO T 2 A S b JE 56 86 P 5 i DEM
1RBNH 225 HIEHE R Q Z [ AR LR B R AG 1O
JED AR AR Y R G B o 38 AR Y S R R 3
J7 MR 2% (RMSE) e /ME R VAN 3 235 AR (LR B2 1 A
Mo BIFFAE—A WA (dv, dy, dz), 5 2 T
(dx,dy,dz)=

argmin/lE(Zi—hi—dz)z,{ziEP,hieQ}, 4)

(ds.dy. dz) o1
2, b 2 B DEM A3 3 A 25 SOEHERY e SRR E
BT A7 E (v, + dv,y, + dy) b DEM 5 2,
JEXT (da, dy ) IR, TAK W4 Z A1) RMSE i
AN UL P Q ZE LA b AR R BE A s o R
TR AR (4) LA do, dy, dz =AJ7 ) L AT
RN THRARIE R AE A4 dz = (z, - h,),
2 (4) 7R 1 = e e A 1] B3 1 S =X (5) i 11 —
T AR

(Mdﬁ=a@Mn/;ﬁiﬁch—G?jDTxﬁ

(dx.dy)
WG, B R T v R A R R S I vy AR A G = [ )
BR 2EHRUEZENE R 2EVERIbRAE . 1] 2 1y it 1o U Y
7N T A [R]SF- TH  B8 6 X Y O AT R R 22
I3 AT

160

Y75 i Bk dy fm

100

1000

-1500

2000
-2000 -1500 -1000 -500 0 500 1000 1500 2000
X5 s Hkdy /m

(a)

(b)
K2 AR 2RI : (a) IHRLIE ; (b) MRLI

Fig. 2 Elevation error distribution: (a) top view; (b) side view

N T - T e B 2 X6 0 AR TR s R R 22 .
PR 2200/ 150 B SO 5 430 S I e 2 v R G B P
5 i DEM 15 2] () BE 5 FEAE B Q A DR B B 5 o
Al DL S B R 2 AR AR — M ME (2
“47) A o 1 — 2 D S B R R 5 S B b B
FAR I RS i, RIS (5) A R g 14 (v, dy )
A D, 1l T DG ) 552 2050 2 3 Ao AN DB 08 3 A A £ 11
YEU{E, (75 200 b 0 6 5 T Sl b T 4 i s 1
— 3, A TR R A R A A
1.2 M TERNHE BTG S

ol A RS A TS E POy AN iU 2
i), A BIF 5 SR P Ml T DT S AS 1 52 B AR A 1 1 45
Bio AT T — i DU S B A2 B 0 B T
ke 0L 1 s, BE A — AW
(dw, dy), BV 2 JT 7% 1 ey R 158 2 A P o g A /M



4 AN RSP SN g 2 ¢

XX &

M BB AT P—Q. BEARTEOU T, &1 2 frs Y v
DRI g — G A T T, AT 0 77 78 R — PR R /)
fE s HSEPRAE B0 b il T30 I Xos = %
DEM R A7 1E— 2 M REL IR 22 , S B05 1 1R 22 BE Y- T
i B 85 (4 73 A1 AN B — LI A T, 40P 3 (a) B
7, T B PR LR T 1) 78 (a) B R R DR 22 201 JET PP
37—l (B3 (b)), B 3 (e~d) R SRy B R A
MIEL3(d) AT L, SR 32 o) T AR 4hE 0 07 ) o e 15
ZERT da 19704 AR — AL T RE A R £k, SR T
H1 T BERL R 22 RO AF e, SEBRIT CAS B A A/ IME A S
FHUARL AR 2 1R /ML Z IR AE — RE R 22 , SRR IL L
SERAG P HE—E AN E S

AR VERCEE SR A AN B 52 -5 PR R 22 70 A 1A
R BEAIL DR 25 G L R R R R 25 A R B O, 2
A /I R S0 11 ot A B8 B A, L L R 22
I, DU PCAN A E B2 AR

NP 4 B K v R e 22 o0 A P rp B AL 5 9 Bl
PLIRZZIEN 0,0 B PERE R R TR 25 0041 15 52 B
PR ZEAT 2 25 o SEBRR, BA i R R 22 20 A1

1500 200
180
1000
160
£ s00 o
+)
=
0
= 500
- 80
-1000 w
1500 40
20
-2000 S e |
22000 -1500 -1000 -500 0 500 1000 1500 2000
XJ7 RS ftdem
(@
-350 2

YA [ B dy/m

-650

-650 -600  -550  -500 450 400 -350
X7 RS & do/m
(©)

O pormmmy |

= 2 B
3
d-{,
iy
H‘zﬁ
=)
FERZEH/m
S 154

o epye]
1

T LS o o S5 e e R 2 43 A 16 47 il T 005 T 45
B AR 5 AR 25 0 A R /ML B S AR R 2
(A 6,0 BEATEI [, — 30 s e + 30 1 |
DX [E] A, FHAR e R 3 A 1 2R 7R B T L 45, b 2
FH 0 JITHE K 10 1L TS D 0 25 5 e PRI ASTAG 522 1 (S AR
o) o R AT LU 76 58 50 M T B
VST B 1 W TR 2 45 ke LS T R AR /I g X
VT e A S B TG

F L3R 3 T 260, i T DG e 4 R (0 A B 2 B
DT e i A KO (9 B LIS 2% o 2 L) DG i e
E R 2 S AT . R /E SE R
ok TR 04 1 7 S A B LR 2% o, TR L
TR AP s

TS R L i 72, T AR
TR 1 475 R 3, 33— R 3 X 17 T 18 4 o (i 348
R M. EMCIERD [, IR R AR S RA
177 22 6 1 2 ST A SR AL 2 o THEL DT B 0D
R (6)FF, Horfr, e, A (5) T3 i 26 AR R
SRS (v, dy ) b (9 B R EAE 6, S A 2 5 19

SJ2 BRI A 1R 22 i

Y7 1 ffi B it dy/m
2
3

=
S

20

i
L

u 1
i
3 J
i
i
0 . . =ped L . . .
2000 -1500  -10| -500 500 1000 1500 2000
X5 1 i B k)
(b)

35 T

[—— seprim s 2 0R]

30F

[

=)

5 | | | | |
650  -600  -550  -500  -450  -400  -350
XT5 {8 fitdx/m
(d)

B3 /MBS BT x 7 i) LS BR i RE R 25 001« (a) SV RE R 250041 5 (b) B/ IMELRIAL x J7 0] TR 22 7341 5 (a) B/ IMEL KRR I

e R R 22 01 5 () M/ IMELRIAL x 7 1) F) T 12 22 2047 Je i )

Fig. 3 Distribution of actual elevation errors in the x-direction near the local minimum point: (a) overall elevation error distribu-

tion; (b) error distribution in the x-direction at the minimum point; (c) elevation error distribution near the minimum point; (d)

partial profile of x-direction error distribution at the minimum point



XX 1

JEISCEE AT A AR M AR B0 B RO O I R K 4 B DT RCAS 6 A JEE T 5

35
Omatch [30
-~
~
E25F
<
]
E 20
=
g
15F
10+ emm +£3x O match
5 L L L L s
-650 -600 -550 -500 -450 -400 -350

X717 % B dx/m
Kl BEPLIRZE 0, F1 1 B DR 22 70 A1 A B500] DT BE AN B 2
PNANILEALG
Fig. 4 Random error o, and elevation error distribution

trend affecting the magnitude of matching uncertainty

0L ol THT 05 0

FHREZE /M

[}

500

xJi ks Redx/

PS5 40045 ot oo s e AR R 22 4 A T THT
Fig. 5 Fitted surface and original elevation error distribution

surface

IR ZE(H

/—z L= 6) k=123 M, (6)

Hor , MO TEAS R AR AL 05 (da, dy ) Z 586 15
FRARZE AL, B S s (oS A8, ikl iR
SRR R T ECANA 2 B ) B RE Al 6 BT o

2 KBHARSHE

2.1 RBWAHE

ARSI 3 % A [ X3k 1) b I DC g 25 SR 61T 45
TEL A3 HT T BOGEE i 0300 K 3 RO B ] B
b Y DT C AN 2 32 0 52 1), ) AN [ 03 4 B R
ST e ) B P o el v 5 )

AR SCAE ICESat—2 S0 #5408 i Sy 1, 38 2 £
FRICAY 7 2R T A b L K R 20 km L 40

HFILR

HFRERT
SRR B S A

Stepl : i 5E
EHIRFE IR

Sl T ER
(DEM)

s TRV AT A 53 A

X% A EG 2 X AT i T 825
Step2: X £7
R X IR

A

LLLE UL 17 R 2 L
R0 5 R A S ]

s

Step3 - il it AR M (A %

VCRZ R = S UL R AR 5 -4 Tt 6 7

EEEKE, B = (K

S E X

Y7 i 4 910

FEANHE 1

A=A EAFX RS EX. Y7
(A FEAT Ay R UL B A IX
ANy T DL LA 5 FE

K6  HJEICRCAHE BT AR

Fig. 6 The terrain matching uncertainty calculation process

km 60 km [ OGN 5 EiCHE £ 1 A MR DT IC A B A o
BB TCESat-2 $048 19 K — K F 3 500 km, 78 3C
SR I sl B 7 2Ok AR A5 22 4 1] e B0l K R Y
PO E R . W E 7 TR, LA 20 km B BUIE 25
S8, e HE 20 kem (4 [ K 19 9 Bl 2 N —2E B IC-
ESat—2 FC4f AT, B IR B g S N Y
T T I A — AL O I A L AR A R T
Bo A B . LA shialbE 2 km % K 20 km K6, —
13 500 km [ ICESat—2 %0 ¥ £ £ AE % # B (3
500-20)/2=1 740 ZHHOEIM =5 & o

2km | 20km

Start;

I L L L L |
05 R0 R815 820 825 830
LR B km

K7 B EOR EE

Fig. 7 Schematic diagram of track extraction

IR AR A S B 3 UF

te = argmln‘t - (t, + 2% /v)‘ , (7

start

t ic

end

TESEBR A B AR A v, DAY 35 1 1) B[] R 25
VEAAREU AR , an=l (7) A1k (8) firw , 20 i, R
S UG, e, R e, A3 0 A 5§ U AL ) R N2
RUPEFRIPRZE o 1 R EAR IR TR LR 25,0 24 ICE-
Sat=2 TUREFIEBE 24 7. 612 3 km/s, &,
FORIZNICESar-25ds T {5 5 G PRI aIbREE .
P T AN [ 93O 0 3 ASCEL A AN (] A 35 D A5 )

= argmin‘t - (t;‘;an + l(,/v)‘ , (8)



6 LT 5N 5 B K k2

XX &

B, DR S a2 53 A U O D 1) e o b 2 DR AC 11 5%
M o AR SCIE 2k X v % B O I v KR A T e A
75 2RI [ 55 ' A 5 T B 1 33 ' T s 5 L 4739
fift 1 ICESat—2 W8 I A48 75 A Jit 4 2048 , ICESat-2 T2
B AT EEZ) 7. 6123 km/s, OGRS B E MR K
10 kHz, Hb [ ' 5E (149 ¥ B 07 101 18] B 249 24 0. 761 23
m o B () ARSI BR AT

Step 1 BEEOCECRE I 43 BT T RGN Bt

TC AR (] B R 1, AR ICESat-2 T2 % AT
B o, THIA H ARSI I S T T B £ 6 R A TR R AT
BFl) e, = 1 /vo WOGER F 342 5 N A B0 A b
T AR5 00T W OGRS e B &8 0 e Vi S0 ) B
LA R o3, — L8] AR 3 B M A U FE Ry 1 1Y
FAR VB, B B — > i G 4 1Y I R AR 2
1, bR LA e FF 1) IR 25 5 p, RISk b 'S T 7E Sl i
el o 2 0w N B S

p=Rz—tnh=1zy~N )

XTEES {plp, e 27} AT L EHEBRESRES
={1,2,3,~~ }EEHZEE A NTR RR G —1

TR/ NB S . i T 2 R R A R | O
T RESs B AR | BRI Y 5 — AN /B P 0
ﬁﬂﬁ%%aﬁ,%éﬁ#x%ﬁz%lﬁl%mgﬁ%%
{1,2,3,---,M},

Step2 : A JRARRR 22 I B4 350 5, = 2 A R )

i 25, BN BN R 2 Rl —
M TG ', AR B 3 R sk 2 o A — AN A /N B A
JIF A M TR ' 7 1) = 4 A R IO 248, 75 il =2
JE W T 15, 25 0 = e AR X, Yo, 2.

7w = {Z;P“IZ;P"‘ =S 7.7 Z}

1450
1400 [

1350

R {E/m

1300 F

—

Hot [ X, Y, Z 18 5L HOE RO o 16 T 9 = 4
LLy NI

Step3 : A= WA 22 I (R R [B) A 25 1 31

WARGES P, A — RN B LTI T —
A R FRAE o0 = ¢, - P,, WIS B H0RR 2 5 1Y
SRR A 5 = ().

8 LUKE— 8 3 km K JE 1) 55 25 B0 1 1 0t ]
B 5 o0 10 m M 491, 7R A 2 il A 04 244 S 3
Suy

Kl 8(a) —2% 3 km K B2 A ML RO+ i = 50l
ARSI 2 Z (A1 (A [ B 29247 0. 76 m, [E] 8 (b) Sy —
10 m e 1] P P 1) 0 2= 5080 %) SRl R [T 4 iR
AR SCH A 25, % 8 T/ (b) R T e T I 4 4
1o AL BR SR IO A, 75 2032l R 5] B P 0% Sl A
BT
2.2 WREXIEBS5HE

AR SC I S 6 X3 32 B R A 5 [ b P R
ERVIF EBHLIX, 7 550 O 125°W % 85° W, 27. 5°
N % 60°N, Horf 3¢ [ P4 FB AN K VG R 22k
LR, A 3 L kit Ll Bk A — R ALK, -3
4K 2 000~3 000 m, F-¥IHE o 10°~25° 0% T #
A R KT B A R 2 T S
] 0 S T I A O T R, AT H 22 0h P B A
A HH T 7 5

AR SCT AR T A SO 5 £ s Ok A ICESat-2 T
B9 164 5L ATLO3 G 7 it , FLALS T OGN A
() 258 20 BRI e AR A o S0 BT 0 FH B O G B R B
7 K ATLO3 8 7 it 430 WL IRl 9 R 1,

W%ﬂ%@ﬁ%%—ﬁﬁgﬁAuﬁiﬁﬁ%
2% DEM 3098 9 NASA Fll H A 225 77l 4 (ME-
1D%%kﬁMAQMGMMﬁﬁ%%“M¢
vanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection

Radiometer Global Digital Elevation Model ) o % (4%

[t A Y
= e @
e e 0o
o0 0 ®
o0 @
w
3
b
%

H
5
3
.

~0.76m

1250 L L L L L
1321.0 1321.5  1322.0 13225 1323.0 13235

R B /km

1375.4
1321644 1321646 1321648 1321650 1321652 1321654 1321656

WYHLER 5 /km

B8 wi = KAl PRI A« () 3 ke BRI 23 25 K08l 5 () 10 m fili s 18] &g )RR I < () (b)

Fig. 8 Intermediate steps of point cloud data downsampling: (a) 3 km original point cloud data; (b) local magnified view after

downsampling at 10 m intervals



XX JEISCEE AT A AR M AR B0 B RO O I R K 4 B DT RCAS 6 A JEE T 7

2

— — — e PN
130°W 125°W  120°W  115°W  110°W  105°W  100°W  95°W  90°W  85°W o
2

K19 Scuefl A9 ICESat-2 Hik /4]
Fig. 9 ICESat-2 track map used in the experiment

R1 AXERANEENSEE
Table 1 Laser altimetry data used in this study

Kot AR LR B
T AR
i H s BiEE A P
lat_ph Py
ST H A e/ sph ETHHLE
- ATLO3 . lon_ph B A AR AR AR
FHAR R heights
h_ph (WGS84HiER)
FOGHK & G Igtx/ . GPSH[a] T 3%
ATLO3 delta_time .
I 2] heights e & Sk )
L ST FH A
= = A X ign 1_
f ﬁ;ﬁiﬁ ATLO3 h’?‘ h’t e
518 eights coni_p 1§§%ﬁ

e T T NALZS 83 2 B R 26 83 13 1) Jr A Hbu Bk i Hly
FI R T 230 m(1 arc sec) 4 25 [A] 43 9% 2 1y 5
T B . R AR PR RS E A 17 m
(LE95)"™, i 7K P45 B W) 30 m(LE90) ™,

3 BRESW

AWEFE AT T HOE S LR E AL S
Kb ] 8 X 2t T DG JE AR 4 52 ), AR DR T
BB B et o M RAT B 451E

1
15 i w 'S
1 3
g w 1 w1 "y
w0 ® 2
05 0 0 0
w 0 o
] 0 0 0
@ © "
™ 2 @ 45 © a5 5 @05
« “© 4
1 1 A ? 4
@ » 2
as 15 . 15 5
35 a4 25 0 08 1 18 A5 1 s 0 o5t s o4 o 85 1 15 35 4

110 20 Ten B 4 B2 A [ il i 11 i 11 e 3 22 A1 P

B B BT T OGN A 35 0 X
YU, B B I A D e A i S 4RI T 2 () b TR
TEAR S A F T Hb JE D e 507 i e o8, s Al
TR re LT DG T 485 SR A AN a2 B T) A R ) 3B
JE 1K 2 %o 2 A B 28 s BN /DN B DR R
P Ab RGP R R UL, P R, R DG L A AR
T PEFIAS G 7 gl T 0

AT T 164 4% ICESat—2 B B #1755
oM, JER ICESat—2 s Hh i BRES 5 1 %=
T Z2H7E 20 km .40 km .60 km B35 J3 (380
B, I I S OB ER AR o AT R D
SRR (R — R k) o DLEREL
I R ), R SEI () 43 AT i B o #E 164 2% ICESat-2
U P EUEGE 45 R 0059—17-gt2r (S 5% Hi T 4
T —HL3E BB - RS ) I, M B A 3
] PN AR TR B8 R o3 T SR B = 2K A i
20 km .40 km F1 60 km (3 EE A , Bl 10~12 5351 J#
8T = HIOCBIRAE 30~150 m S R BE T AY Hb
TE DT THC (1% o R 5 22 43 A 15 O, P61 e ety R 20 il 4 1)
FF RS 1 dx Fl dy

F & 10~12 7] UL, B % HoJE DS e r o A9 380k
BRI B AR /0N A K 38 Y A o ) B 386 0m 25
R 15 22 43 A1 L B /I SRR I 1 B B 158 22 1 i 1
A S5 — 7 ir 3 D TE AS B A B 0 5 i PR 2R X
LR U DT e 45 SR A0 R B B i . R
SR AERR S I T, AN G A B0 K B 20 km 3%
SR S TRT B 150 m B, = R 25 00 A B T 2 (A
SRR L, 33X R 25 I B i DC Bt 3 ol J0 325 10
sk

& 13 Ho i B s T 1] 10~12 i 7R Hb JE D i
ER BN E RN WSS IRRT , B T A ]
P3G K S 5 DT RC P SO EE B0 1 B A /)N, T
P AN 2 32 Bt 22 BT, 33X S A A B 2 A R /N
) o B R g DG P R P AN G B . AR
1M, YOG s B BRI 2 5 2% DEM 43 HE%.(30

Fig. 10 Elevation error distribution at different decimation intervals for a 20 km track
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