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Detection of leaf nitrogen content of summer
corn using visible/near infrared spectra
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(1. College of Resources and Environment, Northwest A&F University, Yangling 712100, China;
2. Department of Resources Environment, Xian yang Normal College, Xianyang 712000,China)

Abstract: For the rapid detection of leaf nitrogen content of summer corn, visible and near infrared ( Vis/NIR) spectra of
summer corn leaves, with different nitrogen levels at spinning stage, were measured by an ASD FieldSpec. Discrete approx-
imation wavelet coefficient vectors of the second-scale were obtained via logarithmic transformation and multi-scale wavelet

2

decomposition of the spectra data within “near infrared spectrum platform” (760 ~ 1000nm) and “green peak” (450 ~
680nm). Then principal components (PCs) were selected from these vectors by principal component analysis (PCA) , and
used as inputs of a generalized regression neural network (GRNN). The model was employed for the prediction of leaf ni-
trogen content of summer corn. Results show that logarithmic transformation can highlight the differences in the spectral re-
sponse of summer corn leaves with different level of nitrogen within “near infrared spectrum platform” and “green peak” at
spinning stage. The wavelet-based PCs can manifest the changes in the spectra of summer corn leaves with different nitrogen
levels. Trained GRNN model with wavelet-based PCs as inputs can predict leaf nitrogen content of summer corn. The model
is reliable and practicable.
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AR L B AR AL IUARAT DL/ LA S 5 )6 ( Visible/
Near Infrared Reflectance Spectroscopy, Vis/NIRS) 43
MrieR , Bef 7870 F) I 41 Bl 2 K Ot 1 B
BT U B A, OF B EA AR 3R R 5K
e JUE T A E A SRR AL B R, E A
R 2 1 B TR b Dl A AR Tl R 2
SEZANIRE T R G, AT AR AT AL/ 2040 R
TERE S ATEOR GBS AT M B (E S, R
RBHEAENSEER, #MXEH AR EFR TR
DUEAT S R R M, FR PR A PR 00 5 7.

F BRI/ 3 £L 50 2 3 6 1% 3 A B AR 3R B
MITEYI RIS BEE B 2 PR, LB RS
IS5 B FE R R B 2 WA R 2 TR 2L
878 LA PR A Al i R X — POV L, A5 A T R Ot
WESHCERREIEY EBENS R, BUNEFRAME
YRR a B MR — N EER R R,
FHRIE T E KM %S EHZS HEA
HEAET XA AR A A S R ORI Y
ASD Field Spec Pro FR W5E T /K fE7E LN B BT HH
NAFERALI T BOGIERE, IR T Z2HO61E
ZHLOEN SRR AR REE KHE MR
SRARSEU M ERIERZ ERAHERKER; £
At MBI et TR kE
SR A2 /INZE R RSx4, #F PHI, OMIS1/2 MO-
DIS SEHLEEL B BUMAR R LI B8 , 5L T X &/
EMHAHGROER ARSE THEEESE HE
BIEB G A S BB AL

MUAERIBIFST H AT AR B, 5483k, SR F 3 43
MrEARBIEY AR & B RS, 2 AT W/ ELsh
TGRS B R B LA BRI B T S S 8 (B H
R SEE O fEOLIE &, B AR S B K
LM/ AR LM AR AL SR T, AT /AR LLAM IS BN
P EVEY) R B R, 6 PR ( <5Snm) (i
Bela] FR 7 A B A RE IR, DL I BOGIE U 3
YEDGIE S B L A B AR , 25 5 32 B A PR 5 o
At E R R KR, & AR B — 0w, ]
W/ ELLAMGCIE B, “ i (450 ~ 680nm ) F1“ i
LLANEE 7 (760 ~ 1000nm) 08 T R FHE# &
FREHHERAMEZEGE, RRR&ENES
O VR Y & T A B AR A 2 B i BURIX S I B
TRREFME, & M TIN5
WA MR E OGS U 2B — B, B3 1
REAFAE ) BRI, AR A4 LA B 3 Bk i R 5 SR 4
i AR B ST AR AR 4, X SR TN AL

HSMRSTE 7 5 B R R I BOLIEE R, RIS
WMARA FE 57

NI AR 22 R BE /3 #fr ( Multi-resolution analysis,
MRA) , BEAE 7E — 4k i I [E] — 45 32 38 9 ok FE A TRl R
BERII—HE , WA B AR 15 5 B & AR (40 35 45
) FR AR AR AE (B AR 1) 7 R R4
( Principal component analysis, PCA) , &£ 04501t
W —F BRI A , HIEEA Z R EZOLIBE AN
B4 T RES I F B D L Bk AR R %
AR B, R T i TG E & R AT
HESE I R SR A A N A B RE AT S
FERGT T, NE E K 7 Ghide” T T 2150 S 5t
BTGB NRBRHE, REFRAREFRPBETIE
LT S 5 2R R (R AR AL e e, IF DA AR Aok AR
BHEVVMAR S RIMERE.

HEKRAFTYE, RFHER, RFEHANUR
R K, IR B3, SO FHAREY,
HXTAREF B S EHERER. B
i, AR ERIBEFEN R, G 6/ M 4 22 Rt
5 ERG AT IRBOGTERHME, K AR & B PR
WAL L. it , X0 76 7 TR PG A% ¥ B 75 JL AR MR
BRZFRAE—ul , K EAF AR ST HEEAK
RE/NX, Tk 22 B RE B E KM oGis s8R R E
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) 7 G BRI X A [F] R AL B A W 25 55 2
JG B a /N 2 RE 54T 5 U o B SR U
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1 HRSHE

1.1 X3 B ARHR

RIGFENL T RRPE % M FE LR MR K22 AR AR
— AT, IR X b F RIS AL, TE R R PG T,
£ 108°107, b4 347107, ¥k 454. 8m, B+ 55
JRREFRAEX , Z ML X - 34 B BR B4 2015. 2h, 4557
¥R 12 ~ 14C, B BRI - 15 ~ -21C, &
FEHAZy 220d, B4R [E/K & 621. 6mm, 3 FEL4E
HET.8.9 A, FBERE KRS TR, FEEEY
1400mm.
1.2 RI&igit

TG H X ) SRR R T BR IR AT IR S A
T, R R L, AE 132
g/em’  IRIG AT RE 438 (0 ~40cm ) YA B J7 R B0
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30 &

. BA PR 15. 85¢/kg, &R 0. 66¢g/kg, Bl fif A
76. 65mg/kg, T A WE 13. 24mg/ ke, I X B 189. 91
mg/kg,pH8. 18. H{ E AR TN 2 5 {5 ik
B3 AMNEZE 4bHE  Okg/hm® (CK) . 120kg/hm’ (N1) |
240kg/hm’ (N2) , b HE R 2 K. ARIELURE (&
N46% ) AR, #EFh id i 2/3, HESK 3B 6 1/3.
WAL e I BEIRES (P, Os S B LA 14% 1) , M 2 4%
112kg/hm* 3, FREFIRT/E N R AE B S A. KK X
MEF Y 300m”, /NX T 2m x 4m = 8m®, BEHL X
HARF) MR ATEE S 5 R 33 A S0cm, BN L 7
Jikk/hm® . ()4 B HE K F AR 5 =X IE % 647
1.3 mBNERSHAZE

BTk 224 (09-05) SR A H EKAE MR #F
F (R LRSI ASD Field Spec 7EH KT 350 ~
1050nm AN & M R RGHERE 3R, G R A ] B
9 1. 4nm G PR30 3nm. 5 AT N BE G5 12
BEFATOLRY 1000W 5 AT , A2 A R K L% £ 16
FERT.5° , FERE B 100em 3 B b 7 HOR G
TSR , B UCRE G EBAEET 5 EE AT B E
(hRUE MR RS2 1, Bl B AR otig 2 o= 49
HIAEXS RS 3 , B — DR R g R 5 FOiBE
SIEBCFEME. M AR &R 5 GIEI E I E [ 2
BT W B KA PR R LT I RS L &
H,S0, - H,0, 18 & J& , FI % 22 it 3l 58 2 A A0 %8
HARRAREE.
1.4 BURAERERET
1.4.1 ETFERS S HTANIE IR

Pl ) 45 1 B SR B A RRE D TG, BR 2 A
HST, NRBLR B BRI R SR, B K g™
M RN & 7GR E R KIEE T, G E
K, BEIEES, AR Z BDGE A PIER, H i, B
XSHHATESS, (5 B 46 AL, Mo il i 46
M IEAT7R 4, {8 n 2 MR QAR A 25 () e 6 O m 4R IR G
FHEFZE (n >m) , EHW THFETRNES LR
LA N PBULA E AR S AR B R
iR E R AT, W K e F“ AT LL AN T
BB LIS E B P IR BULA E S, I
YED) SCIET A #0220 45 i A S 88 3%, BRRBSR &
TEIEAR B, XRANER T P45 )1 3 B
1.4.2 {RRIFEST

HTHEM% BA RIFM& M/ JEL B ST fE
S35 PSR M 28 R 4 2 ST 3 B R AR
RS BMMEERAL 7 SC[E T4 22 M 2% ( Generalized
regression neural network, GRNN) , B F /&P iE#EH

B AN, AR~ MRERE (REEZ) ML
T, RS R ETTR A R IZ &L
fB5% 5 i A R B 22 (8] 1 BRCEG B 25 55 I 22 19 00
I, IZE M ETOREI R AR I e D ik 4
e B B 2T A & 2 &I E T
I INAF- 3818, Pt 22 TOAE I 5 0 >R P ks =X )
T BT RAERN TR, G IERE R i = 84
R BE R B S R WO SR, IR B R IR
TN EAE, T SCIELJH 22 R 2 B A 1R 3% Y
BT R BURFRERE AN B Iz AL R, A R B iy Y
NG BE. T EL, YR LR M E R &), R
T EF X S8, RORRRBE i A\ 8 £
AR S XA T 25 SR i S . 3 T SC [l A p
R ARE A F T R SCE R RIS I B S a0
LKL SR TR LN B 7 i BN
BOTFES R EARM A AR & BZEMPERR. I
K FAtEE 2 3k R (Correlation coefficient ) 16 B 5 76 ()
TEEME, ¥ 1% 2 RMSE (Root mean square error )
K IR A ) FOE BE. RMSE HHE AT

1 z ~
RMSE = n_lz(ﬂ’i_ﬂ’i)z ’ (1)
i=1

K w; T RER & R A SEIIE ( Observed value)
i HHSEITE ( Predicted value) ,n EEAEREAKL.

2 HRE5SH

2.1 EEXRAR/ELIINER KL FIEILE

BT 4008 (B 680nm 245 ) . WOk (K
480nm A5 ) g SR R SR SR, DA BG4 41
M (K 760 ~ 1300nm A= 45 ) B i (N ER AL 454
ZUCHURT T, B ERM T - AT
FEl 450 ~ 680nm PN T A “ G145 I K 75 F 760 ~
1000nm NIE AL “ I LLAM P& 7, A 1a iR,
MHAT LR B, 75 i F IR LLAN U B 7 IS B
W, REREZLHE AT DA TE 2R 1 7 &
AR 3 —E AR B A0 Sk, (A [R] R0 ZR AL 3% L /Y
FatIE A Z ], BB B0, TR AL, Wi L AR AE
A BZE ,AHT PO - 7RI P IR BUHE. B
TRIBREAE (0, 1] X B, BA RIF ORI 4%,
PRI IH , X 25 R P X 5 o < S U™ A I £ 411
R 1% B G T S AR AT MG SR AL B, SR
A AT

K,(A) = {Ia[R, (V)] 'P,m=123 , (2)
KR, (M) FHK A L E T RM R 4661 R
B2\ FE I T8 El 450 ~ 680nm Fl 760 ~ 1000nm
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WHUE K, (L) 2358 )5 MBI E; m =1,2,3 435
REZARER AT CK N AT N2 245204 i B
3WTT, RN T #E— B RA R B R AL FEXS L ) Ot
MR A PR RS, B 1b BoR T &x $rs b 385 1
HF KM ot

XFEGE 1a F b ] DA Y, EXT SR i 3
R RR AL 3 L G TE Y 2 2 8] BE BT AN K , 22 5%
SN P AR g 3 B, B R BT (E B
Y XHMERE R R AL BK PR, —BE LI EHE T
RN B 7 i B, W98 5 b 15 B 45 X%
ENBER R ALK TR , — B2 TREEH & T
e G F“ R LLANI -6 7 1% B, E KM Aot
TR E R W W SR, IR RS
] 450 ~ 680nm F1 760 ~ 1000nm PN, $2 BUEEWS [ B
TGS E SRR AL I B RHE , I LAFE i A S &,
BN R EARM AR & B MEARE.
2.2 BEXRAIA/GELIIMEE /IR E R 5 RER

H1 T bior” BRI FR /NI B BUAF RO X FRAE, IE
W, LR R B SR 46, IR B 5 5 bior 4. 47 FE /1
TR DR, WX AR o b B S ) e R T 4141
RAPE&” 1S B R E KM Fo6iE, #EAT R N
I3 I B BN R AR, SRR R B
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Fig.1 Effect of logarithmic transformation on Vis / NIR spec-
tra of summer corn leaves with different nitrogen levels at spin-
ning stage

AT/ N R B ) & AN ST & 7 1S B (760 ~
1000nm ) /M ZR a2 CA2_NIR(FEEH 60 4~/
RO ;g7 1% B (450 ~ 680nm ) /N FR B ) &
CA2_VIS(H&F 58 M/IMNERED . A5, sHEM
435387, %F CA2_NIR 1 CA2_VIS #17FA0K FE4E
AbFR, 53 A4S B X B Y RFAE 7] & : PCA_CA2_NIR F
PCA_CA2_VIS, % 1 437l /R T X WA RHAE ) &,
A 2 A~ T4 I TTER R A R BT

INB AR 22 RUBE 43 BT Mallat 555, AH X4 TR H
— Xt LB 15 IE AR U P AR AU RO (55 ki
T R4y, AR & 2 Bz, Eld NIR 1 VIS 4351
R Grige” F“ T LN & 7 I BRI E E oK
Fotig  Hy (z) 1 H, (2) 4350 AR AR U8 3 4% A
AR AS 5 | 2 TR IR, B P s BR AR AT
— L, PRSI, TR E B TGRS
SHIRARRIE T F AR A H, (2) B EIH)
S SRR B/ R e & CDI_NIR &5
CD2_NIR(CD1_VIS 5 CD2_VIS) , YR F =5
I R ATVRHAE , A b I BB {55 MR A 5 T IR
TR S Ho (2) 15258 —E B RO L/INE R &m]
& CA2_NIR(CA2_VIS) , MR B T OG5 5 4 K
rEE R MEER  JHURIE S R RIE , R BH 2
HIEE SRR T CA2_NIR ZERCR R
18155 NIR 1 174, B2 ANR 8K, T BLAR I Z [A] AH
RMERR , 1R 3 U A A X HLHEA T 250 O L e
defb3. \FE 1 B r[FF], PCA_CA2_NIR Fi PCA_
CA2_ VIS Hi P A F B4 i 2 R 5T Bk & 7 51 35
97.018% F198. 112% , HH BB L& T CA2_
NIR F1 CA2_VIS ) EZ(FE , BRI R FH Bk
Rtk T3 4 D FERTERRNL L MR AR S E
B FTok, REK N AR & EE S HX R
FEWAHESE— I TIH— AT, SR 54 R IH—
ABVE AR 2 [ REAS R AL B A B (4 EREA A
K& ) MM AR S ERNE L ENE R A4
KB BAn, 24z (8], SR T SCIEH B2 R
% ESIREAS R S HARZ (B I SE R

®1 ERSTEEHMEIIR

Table 1 PCs and their contribution rates

IR TR % -
e , Contribution rate of %fﬂﬂﬁz/%
Order AL it principal component/ % Accumulation
ber Eigenvector contribution
number £ ZINEY. 7 I
1_PCA 2_PCA
1 PCA_CA2_NIR 72.085 24.933 97.018
2 PCA_CA2_VIS 64.925 33.187 98.112
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Fig.2 Wavelet decomposition applied in spectra of summer corn ..
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2.3 ERENS5KIE

W T2 oKk 2 BR B B A 32 1, R A
5 (1) B AR W L0 B 28 - 22 M I GRiE A £
(Train) , Y2 SCIE] I ) 4% 9 AAE AN B 5 10 M4E
I UEREAS£E (Validation) , P30T SCIE] I ) 2% (972
HCHEBE. KPR X I ZEREAS , 7 SCIRT A Y 2% 3 ik 220K %
RGeS B 222 T RER T 1) b, AU 8 HL R 1
(B &2 P 208, Ba & 2 f 2 M AUE R
2 RERES) , HEM %K IREWH E TR E
B IR BN, MG A LR B WAHR R
¥ R _train M1 ¥ 7 MR 4% 22 RMSE _ train 43 % 4
0.923,1.885, KEAIZR G T SCEIHMZM %, B
ZRE LA R b BE e Mg b T 1S DI St A 2 (A1 R AR
RO A B, BN B T 8 B I aE ),
AT LA —20 T X A 2 [E) B A B R A it B
PRIEAT IO ; ) P 36 E AR A SR A5 B M R B R
validation 133 75 #8 iR 22 RMSE _ validation 43 %l
0.862,2.917, 4ni&l 3 firzs , il 2 T @R ER. BIR
DA g™ SR LD A0 B 7 1 B /i E LA
YER NS BT SCIE T P 22 R 4R AR B 2 2
FJER THA S S5 BARZ ALt/ kL
PELS SRR, T HBA — & W fEJ).

3 itig

4 THE“ BRig” (450 ~ 680nm ) 1 3 £ 41 J ¥
57 (760 ~ 1000nm ) 3Bt , B E B R F K
M T R R A R R R A BRI T —
BB B R RLRFAE , 1 e /N AR e S R
ST, ARBUR KM o636 BN BB 5R R B HOE
U/NE ZR B B 5 AR SR o # , WS =
HIOE Bl N ZR B0 B SR X TR R o5 10 4R AL, 3R
B T AT R I AR e, IF DL o fE
ASH I R AR SR M ST 4R 4%
FERARRL. p T BT $8 B fER A3 4R AR o XF S 0™ 0

R ER B SIIME / (g/kg)

Leaf nitrogen content

B3 EAME R g xR TRk 28 5 AR 7K
4R

Fig.3  Predicted results of leaf nitrogen contents of summer
corn at spinning stage using GRNN model

“ELSNZ S &7 1 B ROL IR BARLE B L
£, B, A T BT I A A 2 R 5
HANHE R R AR BE /DN 75— T, [ 7 5 B AR
Btk Bt iE L OMIS1/2 B 1 ~20 B ,27 ~51 3%
Bt; Wil CCD #iem AR GO PHI 6 ~ 50 37 B,
70 ~ 80 ¢ B, LA K AR L B B 5 k& R L2 EOS
TERRA/MODIS {58819 9 ~ 14 BB, 15 ~ 19 Bt
AR KRB L T 4% (M B B« SR 3R
MRS 67 B, H i, KBS RN T A A
OMIS1/2 \PHI L)}z MODIS && 3k iyt i i A 1%
REFEMRED AR EFRRODEA —ENEER
X.

KhR B R OEIERR R EL P, B EAERS
MR, RIS, A Mol 1 W LU T B, U SOIR 25
BH, NHRZEFEZTHRHER, RETMERILR
VEFATE BT S 5 S s H ARG
FHAEMR 5 (IR AE AL PR 5F) MU A Al 56t
AR AT —RERRBE MR TR /N B R
BEGM T, RS TSR P A 5 BAOL IR 3,
BRI, AT AARYE TR A A0 R 5 BE, oA LR, LA
Bl AR e 45 M B AR T 5 e b 0 2 S R R 1
SERRIE L, X2 W (1 ) 1o o 1 AR AT B 25 RO
H/INBET iR, INER = J2 5 TR B HOE AU/ B R 2L
1) B R R BURRAE 5 [R]Bnf , 38 7 2% JETE “ ke 1 I 4T
SN 7 1 B, Pe B & 38 A K R o T
(B B RCERAR I BF 5 ) , LA TR B
FETEAREIT AT RE MK BR IR AR, 3 R AR S s ], 7
FEIETEAL R A RO T
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4 it

(1) R FIX AR B T v, 28 30 5 1 &
" A ELLLANI P 5 7 95 BER BRI F OISR A
[F) 20 2R ALk B 6 e o7 25 5.

(2) 1E“GRIE” TN IELINR AT 6 7 B 456
N ROBE 53 M5 3 AR 2 A7 42 B Ot 3 AR A 4
fiE, BER SR E R I 1 YGRS TR [ AR AL 2 19
BT EE.

(3) RAT™ R M2 M %, e i B R £ oK
“ERUE” RN AT LN B 7 IR B /N E A S
M RRFREZE LI/ ARREBIN X R JFHA
A B AR RE.

I AR EAR MBS, S5 /MR Z R
BESMTS AR B, B R 0 4L AP ST
57 B R E KM 7 b g BuE o R BUN B E R
FALM J I S SRR R S, I LU AR
ASH RS R RR SR A S T3 4 5 4%
FEEARTY. BRE F RS, i S 16 B SR FH ) 75 ¥ L
AF/NE KR RS e RBEY, U —
YRR, NARAEY R E I RE LB R L
KHABMERE, X R R4 A T — 20 TR
A
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