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Design of a W-band power amplifier/combiner
based on spatial power-combining technique

HUANG Zhao-Yu'*, XU Jun', RAN Dong', QI Yun-Fei’
(1. School of Physics, University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, Chengdu 610054, China;
2. Hebei Semiconductor Research Institute, Shijiazhuang 050051, China)

Abstract; In this paper, basing on the radial-line waveguide combining technology, the W-band power
amplifier is designed. The design of amplifier uses 4-way GaN MMIC combination. The output power
is 3.7 W at 90 GHz and the combining efficiency is 94.3% . This structure has a good engineering ap-
plication value.

Key words: W-band, radial-line waveguide, power combiner/divider, power amplifier, GaN monolith-

ic millimeter-wave integrated circuit (MMIC) , solid-state circuit.
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Fig.1 Model of the radial-line waveguide divider/combiner
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Fig.2 The specific structure of divider/combiner
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Fig.3 Fabricated radial-line waveguide divider/combiner
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Fig.4 The insertion and return losses of divider/combiner
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Table 1 The measured results of GaN MMIC

WiA/GHz  FAT)A/dBm i PR/ dBm el AL 3/ A
88 20 30.54 0.39
89 20 31.19 0.43
90 20 31.27 0.43
91 20 31.05 0.44
92 20 30.87 0.45
93 20 30.42 0.44
94 20 29.74 0.44
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Fig.6 GaN MMIC assembly drawing
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Fig.7 Single power amplifier module
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Table 2 The output power of single module
88 GHz 89 GHz 90 GHz 91 GHz 92 GHz 93 GHz 94 GHz
1 29.63 29.67 29.81 28.94 28.62 28.57 28.39
2 29.65 29.61 30.22 29.09 28.66 28.50 28.36
3 29.51 29.72 29.85 29.13 28.84 28.51 28.13
4 29.48 29.90 29.85 29.18 28.77 28.64 28.29
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Table 3 The measured output power and power combining
efficiency

88 GHz 89 GHz 90 GHz 91 GHz 92 GHz 93 GHz 94 GHz

vas
i 35.23  35.44 35.70 34.78 34.42 34.22 33.87

Ay
;{g 92.1% 93.2% 94.3% 92.8% 92.8% 92.1% 90.3%
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Fig.9 The test platform of the power amplifier
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