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SPONTANEOUS SWITCHING BETWEEN STEADY STATES
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ABSTRACT

/

Different forms of pulsation have been observed experimentally in a bidirectional
CO, ring laser. These can be classified as auto-Q-switching or as switching between
steady states. The latter form of switching has been predicted in recent theoretical
studies of a model of a ring laser with a homogeneously broadened medium. The former
may require modifications of the model to include effects of saturable absorption firom

incompletely excited GO, gas or other inhomogeneities,
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