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Effect of Methane Gas Pressure on Decreasing of 1.5µm Raman

Scattering Infrared Laser Output Power in Raman Shift
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Abstract: In the pratical use, the output power of an infrared Raman laser will be decreased obviously

(up to 50% ∼ 70%) after it is used for four or five years. In this paper, it is declared theoretically that the

leakage and photolysis reaction of the methane gas used are the the main reasons why the laser output

power is decreased. The experiment shows that with the increase of the pressure of the methane gas, the

high order Stokes light will be enhanced and the first order Stokes light will be inhibited in the Raman

shift. At the same time, the photolysis reaction of the methane gas can result in the precipitation at

the Raman window. To solve these problems, it is necessary to improve the sealing performance of the

Raman laser and add buffer gas (e.g. H2, He, Ar) in the laser so as to inhibit the photolysis reaction of

the methane gas to a certain extent.
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