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A Method for Numerical Simulation
of Horizon Sensor Using STK

CUI Wen-nan, ZHANG Tao, ZHANG Yong-qian, CHEN Quan-run

(Shanghai Institute of Technical Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract: The probe layout and attitude formula of an infrared earth sensor are presented. Then,

a method for establishing the simulation model of the horizon sensor by using the Satellite Tool Kit

(STK) is put forward. The established model is used for the dynamic simulation of the horizon sensor.

The detection images are acquired. Finally, the satellite attitude is calculated by using the obtained

images and the simulation results under different conditions are given. The method is helpful to the

determination of the horizon sensor plan in the early phase of project development so that unnecessary

repetition can be avoided.
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C = median(B) (4)
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xi = (E − 2 : 0.1 : E + 2) (10)

G = diff(F ) (11)

H = find(G == max(G)) (12)
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` 1 abcdefgh

efRQ (◦) 0 1 2 3 4 5

efKRng 0 0.9899 2.0153 3.0052 3.9952 4.9497

heRQ 0 0 0 0 0 0

heKRng 0 0 –0.0354 –0.0354 –0.0354 0
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heRQ (◦) 0 –1 –2 –3 –4 –5

heKRng 0 –1.0253 –2.0506 –3.0052 –3.9598 –4.9497

efRQ 0 0 0 0 0 0
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