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Application of Multispectral Image Technology

in Detection of Soil pH Value

LI Yun, YANG Hai-qing

(College of Information Engineering, Zhejiang University of Technology, Hangzhou 310032, China)

Abstract: A method for fast and non-destructively detecting soil pH by using the color features in

multispectral images is proposed. First, a 2 CCD multispectral imager is used to obtain the R, G, B

and NIR images of each soil sample respectively. The multispectral images are converted in color space,

i.e. the RGB color spaces are converted to the HSV color space and the Lab color space. Then, the

color features of the multispectral images are extracted in different color spaces. Finally, the extracted

color features are used as input variables, so as to establish a prediction model of soil pH by using PLS

and LS-SVM algorithms. The experimental result shows that it is feasible to detect soil pH by using

the multispectral image technology. The best result is given by the prediction model established. Its

determination coefficient (R2) and root mean square error (RMSEP) value are 0.91 and 0.34 respectively.
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 1 |1t
�1ah/P
�0`g�/8Eux�2��)�0`d�b�'L+Xg CCD b�0`�v�NV{0s��℄g.k (www.jai.com/cn) ��v��s0X℄Q JAI'>";g AD–080GE&
2CCD #H:,��℄�N�℄��w�[8vPd8+0/,Æ~:}a? 1/4�CN�����℄0X,Æ�0��%z��0�_�2� CCD	AD	Kg CCD	A�QSf*i�C�g2�b�D	Kgb��vb���Jn
1024×768�C�i�ÆJg1Y�n 30 fps �V{0sb���N�-IK� (R) �L� (G) �)� (B) D	Kg (NIR) j 4 �:�[d�NV�%yR` 4 �,℄gb��
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1.3 m?`VD�mt�uj
1.3.1 � RGB .�(%:!� HSV .�(%d RGB 
�� HSV f*#.I���2g��7*�og7�� HSV 0X8�g 3 �[�7*� (1) �p H �2�K��S�j8�
 (2) �Dw S �#.�2gRw
 S q���2Rwq�
���S q���2Rwql�b�UwPG"l℄�
 S g���m1 1% ∼

100% 
 (3) ℄w V (G�>w) �v���mn
0% ∼ 100% �z RGB 8��o&Ra HSV �og'-���

V = max(R, G, B) (1)

http://journal.sitp.ac.cn/hw Infrared (monthly)/Vol.35, No.3, Mar 2014



46 h u 2014 m 3 y


 3 e�D�h
�	 (a) RGB \eh3�
�� (b) 
Lh\eh
�


 4 e�D�h��*
 (300×300 �D) 	 (a) RGB \eh3�
�� (b) 
Lh\eh
�
S =











V − min(R, G, B)

V
, V 6= 0;

0, vM (2)

H =































60(G − B)

S
, V = R;

120 +
60(B − R)

S
, V = G;

240 +
60(R − G)

S
, V = B

(3)

1.3.2 � RGB .�(%:!� HSV .�(%
CIE Lab 8��o1Z5h�℄pkW (In-

ternational Commission on Illumination, CIE) x
1976 g�rgJ��2_- [12] �N℄ L � aD b ��[�4 (t A Lab) �v�� L #.
>w
 a g
:[#K���:[#L�
 b

g
:[#S���:[#)��Lab �2�o�℄8��sgYn�Ng,K(`0��G,K(`8��v#Xg�2�m�~2��NW+ RGB 8��o�,K(` ��2U
g,/�xz RGB b�&RA Lab b�'�uV+F�z RGB b�&Ra XYZ �o�
Mwzv&Ra Lab �o�Z RGB �2�o&Ra CIE

XYZ �og&R'-℄I{���s0Xv�1n>XgJ��









X

Y

Z









=









0.49 0.31 0.2

0.177 0.812 0.071

0 0.1 0.99









·









R

G

B









(4)

Infrared (monthly)/Vol.35, No.3, Mar 2014 http://journal.sitp.ac.cn/hw



d 35 l�d 3 o h u 47Z XYZ �o&Ra Lab �2�og'-n


































L = 116f(
Y

Y
0

) − 16

a = 500

[

f(
X

X
0

) − f(
Y

Y
0

)

]

b = 200

[

f(
Y

Y
0

) − f(
Z

Z
0

)

]

(5)-�� X
0
=95.045 � Y

0
=100 D Z

0
=108.255 1 '0m D65 g��T_�
 f(x) n

f(x) =







x1/3, x ≥ 0.008856;

7.787x +
16

116
, x < 0.008856

(6)

1.4 YdHG
1.4.1 PLS 1�

PLS H��℄1�~CV4D$A�V4;�p[H�gYn�℄'QfxeH8E�iA$A�V�DV4x_;�.#��H�g$FYn��� (1) �N+X�*x:��)x_�QSx+0�Dgg��'f�0s#��g
-*x�+fx_8E�f�~t^

(2) y�C�:�gx_�6G�~A
 (3) f*~Am�J0s:�g{�+
-	��
1.4.2 LS–SVM 1�

LS–SVM H�0X1�~Cg�*�^3n[n=:�[Y?O^�G�<℄L0Xg~U3O���LN��H�YYtP?eH�u*�℄�V�?tHEw�x LS–SVM t)'�C=: (Kernel)[8=:V�g��z6��o�g��*tW_�a�o�o��()zIj%=:�x�s0Xg��[ (RBF)C=:��v5: γ D σ2 y_&gT�IY�1Y8E0Xk�BK1Y��
y γ D σ2 ;�5

:�%� n ��D m ���
MX n× m � (γ,

σ2) g0G�%�) LS–SVM29(fHUU29g~:�V}�a~:1�gJ0 (γ, σ2) (zv3nYPg5:�xeH'� γ D σ2 g�m�Orx (10−3, 103)�oe�1Y�6�[�
LS–SVM �)M.gx_tH�
2 {
T3Æ1X��g8��o&R'-��Nfa
RGB C�b��%x HSV d Lab 8��o�gb���s�gU�d�C��℄ R � G � BD NIR [db��1X RGB b�(�88��o&R��Nfa HSV D Lab 8��og +[dgb��LN�y`UJ�C��uV�Nfa RGB � HSV � Lab � NIR  [dg 10 �Uwb��1X��Uwb��
M[8^eg����V�Id�C�g8�U
�N RGB �2�og8�U
V�n2��%y R � G � B [dgUJ��Cn�)*l�D�
MwzvJN�b��Cng-�:
(300×300=90000) �1��NfaU�d�C�
R � G � B [dgUwn���
d�C�x
RGB �2�o�g8�U
��℄.�G�fa HSV d Lab �2�og8�U
��QS�y`UJ�d�C��uV��Yf R � G �
B � H � S � V � L � a � b Nb NIR (e 10�8�U
��yM�V�g RGB �HSV � Lab �2�og8�U
�)x_�fa# 3 L.g�6�v��_&g6� <�℄ 4 ���%1 8��ogUw��d	Kg[dgUw���� 3 #7�2.�(%� PLS  LS–SVM 8�'��B 9� p LV ;d PLS LS–SVM

R2 RMSE R2 RMSE

1 RGB+NIR 2 0.74 0.57 0.87 0.41

2 HSV+NIR 4 0.74 0.56 0.91 0.34

3 Lab+NIR 4 0.74 0.57 0.91 0.35
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